
Vocabulary Instructional Sequence After a Read Aloud 
Title of Read Aloud:    
 

  Vocabulary Words: 
Engage students. 
Students interact 
with target words. 

Contextualize 
the word. 
Tell how it was 
used in the 
story, reread 
the sentence. 
 

Say the 
word 
together.  
Put the word 
in the child’s 
phonological 
processor. 
 

Give a student 
friendly 
definition. 
Define in own 
words; pair with 
an example. 
 
 

 

Use in 
other 
contexts. 
Give 
examples in 
contexts 
other than 
the one used 
in the story. 
 

Questions, 
Reasons, 
and 
Examples 

Making 
Choices 
 

Say the 
word 
together. 
Repeat the 
word again 
to reinforce 
the 
phonological 
processor. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Use all the words together. Relate the words in the same context or format. 
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Vocabulary Instructional Sequence – Sheila Rae, the Brave 
 

Title of Read Aloud:  Sheila Rae, The Brave by Kevin Henkes 
  
Vocabulary Words:  fearless, dashed 
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Engage students. 
Students interact 
with target words. 

Contextualize 
the word. 

Say the 
word 
together.  

Give a student 
friendly 
definition. 

Use in 
other 
contexts. 

Say the 
word 
together. Tell how it was 

used in the 
story, reread 
the sentence. 

Put the word 
in the child’s 
phonological 
processor. 

Define in own 
words; pair with 
an example. 

Give 
examples in 
contexts 
other than 
the one used 
in the story. 

Repeat the 
word again 
to reinforce 
the 
phonological 
processor. 

  
  

Questions, 
Reasons, 
and 

Making 
Choices- 

 
  

Examples- 

“I am brave,” 
Sheila Rae tried 
to convince 
herself. “I am 
fearless.” 

 not afraid Someone 
who jumps 
from an 
airplane with 
a parachute. 

Would someone who 
is fearless: 

 
fearless not scared  
 without fear -scream when they 

see a mouse? 
fearless 

 _____________  
 A lion tamer 

seems fearless to 
me. 

  
 -stand up to a bully?   

 
 -run from his own 

shadow? 
   Mom dashed 

to the store 
when she was 
out of milk for 
supper. 

Who dashed?  
Sheila Rae 
grabbed Louise 
and dashed up 
the street. 

dashed to move quickly   
 -a boy going to the 

principal’s office for 
fighting  or one going 
to get ice cream? 

dashed  
   

The boy dashed 
across the finish 
line to win the 
race. 

 
-the lifeguard to 
rescue a child or a 
turtle crossing a road? 

Use all the words together. Relate the words in the same context or format. 
 
The fireman was fearless as he dashed into the burning house to rescue the man. 
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